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had always loved him dearly,, she saids but as God was her wit-
ness, nothing improper had ever passed between them. The
story may or may not be true, but Dudley was certainly in her
mind just then, for three days later,, when she was on the road to
recovery, she made him a Privy Councillor. She had., however,
recovered her sagacity by then, and therefore at the same time
made the Duke of Norfolk a Councillor, in order to quiet
jealousy,

Naturally, the succession question flared into prominence as
a result of this Illness, and the rifts that had been evident in the
Council began to show themselves outside. Henceforward,
Englishmen could not fail to realise upon what a slender thread
- a woman's life - depended the tranquillity of their land; and
ambition,, self-interest^ religious leanings, or simple anxiety for
a known and assured future^ drove them to side with this
claimant or with that.

In January 1563 under the shadow of this fear the second
parliament of the reign met. It was called to help in financing
the French war3 but the talk was common and widespread that
an attempt would be made to settle the succession to the throne;
and no sooner was business begun than a burgess rose in the
House of Commons to speak at length on the subject, A com-
mittee was appointed to draw up a petition to the Queen, and
the Lords were approached. Only too ready to lend support, the
Upper House set to work on a petition of its own. In fact, it
Is hard to discern a single discordant mind. Cecil was in favour
of the suit, although, being a prudent man and knowing the
Queen's views, seeing,, moreover that it might some day be
fatal to his fortunes to back an unsuccessful claimant, he kept
silence. cThe matter is so deepy I cannot reach into it. God send
it a good issue!* he wrote to a friend*

The Commons5 petition, when ready, was full to overflowing
with terms of loving affection; it contained in addition a request
to Elizabeth to marry. But these were the trimmings to their
real suit, which concerned the succession. Referring to the great
terror and dreadful warning of Elisabeth's recent illness, they
drew a harrowing picture of miseries unspeakable, of civil war